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SCHOOL STARTS AUGUST 24th AT 7:45 A.M. 
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! I am excited to be back in school this fall and am hoping for a 
prosperous and productive year.  
Due to COVID-19 and the ruckus that it has caused worldwide, we will be following some new protocols and 
doing what we can to help stop the spread of the illness and keep our staff, students and families safe.  This 
summer a community group was formed to design our instructional plan for this year in the wake of 
COVID-19.  This plan is a living document designed to change as new information is made available to us 
from sources like the CDC, the South Dakota Department of Health, the South Dakota Department of 
Education, our county health officials, South Dakota High School Activities Association and other reliable 
sources.  I would like to thank the team for the work that they have submitted and the time they have spent 
to create this document. The link to the document can be found at www.newunderwood.k12.sd.us under the 
‘Resources’ tab.  
This beginning of the year newsletter should contain most of the information you will need for the start of 
school such as supply lists, dates for meetings, and event information.  If you are unable to find the 
information you are looking for, please contact our office and we will be happy to assist you.   
Ordinarily, course schedules would have been completed in the spring, but the school closures derailed that 
tradition this year.  Our course registration for students in 6th -12th grades will be August 17th from 8:00 
am – 4:00 pm.  Students will be given locker numbers at this time and enrollment paperwork.  Mrs. 
Brassfield, our student advisor, has been building preliminary schedules for returning students to help with 
the bulk of the requests.  The process for this day has not been established, we will post information on our 
website closer to this date for scheduling, etc.  
I want to take this moment to welcome everyone new to the district to our school.  We have many new 
students as well as a couple of new staff members that we will be adding to our ‘family’ this fall.  New staff 
members include Miss Brianna Voight, middle school English, science and ELL and Mr. Matthew Booth, 
middle school social studies, computer applications and high school multimedia and social studies.  Please 
welcome them when you see them!  
As we embark on this school year, though our processes and procedures will temporarily be different than in 
years before, I hope that our families and students are excited to return.  I know we are anxious to get back 
to school and back to working with students every day.  I ask that as parents/families that you are patient, 
understanding and flexible with our new (and again, temporary) procedures during these times.    
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve my community and school!  Be well!  
Katie R. Albers  
Superintendent/Elementary Principal 
 

 
 
 
  

 

  

  

For upcoming events including the sports meeting, 6th-12th registration and open house, we ask that families limit their 
attendance to one parent and only the students needing to register/enroll to minimize the number of people in the building at 
one time. Masks are recommended but not required. We ask for your continued patience and understanding as we navigate 

this school year. 
 



 

Kindergarten Students! 
It is a state requirement that the school 
maintain copies of birth certificates on file 
for all students.  The school must also 
maintain copies of up-to-date immunization 
records at all times.  STUDENTS WHO DO 
NOT HAVE THESE ITEMS ON FILE WITH 
NEW UNDERWOOD SCHOOL WILL NOT 
ATTEND SCHOOL UNTIL COPIES OF 
THESE ITEMS ARE ON FILE. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

New Underwood Schools Sportsmanship Policy 
The New Underwood School District believes in the importance of 

sportsmanship.  In the interest of promoting sportsmanship we have 
developed the following guidelines to be followed by all players, coaches, 
and spectators.   

The athletes are engaging in an activity that is designed for exercise, 
fun, and improving character.  We expect the athletes to behave in a 
sportsmanlike manner, and so it follows that everyone else in attendance 
do the same.  We expect that adults model the appropriate behaviors for 
the younger children in attendance.  Please do not embarrass your team, 
school, and community by booing or committing any other 
unsportsmanlike act. 

We intend to hold all those in attendance accountable for their actions 
and will immediately remove anyone from the premises that exhibits 
unsportsmanlike behavior.  This includes those visiting from other schools.  
We ask that all visiting schools make their players, coaches, and 
community members aware of our intentions, to possibly alleviate any 
problems before they occur. 
 

Activity Prices 
The prices of admission to athletic events for the 2020-2021 school 
year are: 
High school activities: 
Adult/College Student   $ 4.00 
Student/Senior Citizen (62+)  $ 3.00 
Double Headers: 
Adult/College Student   $6.00 
Student/Senior Citizen (62+)  $4.00 
Triangulars: 
Adult/College Student   $5.00 
Student/Senior Citizen (62+)  $4.00 
Activity Passes: 
Family Activity Pass   $90.00 
Single Adult Activity Pass  $60.00 
Student Activity Pass   $45.00 
 
Senior Citizen Pass (62+ of our community) – Complimentary (with 
I.D.) 
 
*K-5 students must be accompanied by an adult in order to attend.* 
We encourage everyone to consider purchasing activity passes as it is 
the cheapest and most efficient.  Please purchase passes at the 
office PRIOR to the first events, as passes will not be sold at the gate.  
For your convenience, you may send a check to the New Underwood 
School District, P.O. Box 128, and we will make a pass for you to pick 
up at the next game.  The first home football game is 8/21/20 & the 
first home volleyball game is  9/5/2020 Please get your passes before 
then. 

**REMINDER** 
Activity passes must be shown at the event. If you do 
not have your pass you will not be permitted into the 

event. 
 

Lunch Prices & Breakfast Program 
Lunch prices for the 2020-2021 school 
year, they are: 

K-8   $3.25 
9-12   $3.50 
Adult    $4.25 
Additional milks $ .40 
Reduced  $ .40 

Breakfast prices are: 
K-12   $3.00 
Adult    $3.50 
Reduced   $ .30 

We are operating under the same no 
charge policy as we have in the past.  
Please make sure meals are paid for 
ahead of time.  If you plan to apply for 
free/reduced lunch/breakfast. Please 
return it to the office PRIOR to the first 
day of school.  Thank you. 
 

Parents are reminded that students are not to be at school 
prior to 7:30AM. Elementary students are to go to their 

designated area when they arrive. 6th-12th students who 
arrive at 7:30 need to enter the gym doors and will stay in 
the gym/Tiger Den area until 7:40 unless a staff member 

authorizes them to go elsewhere. When dismissed 
students are asked to go home or be picked up by their 

parents, unless they are involved in a school activity. They 

should not be waiting afterschool for sibling(s). 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

NSF Check Return Policy 
New Underwood School District’s 
returned check charges are as follows: 
First Occurrence - $10.00 
Second Occurrence - $25.00 
Third Occurrence - $30.00 and turned 
over to legal authorities and checks will no 
longer be accepted for payment of bills. 
 

Support Our Schools 
The New Underwood School would like to thank 

those that have collected Family Thrift Center 
Receipts & Box Tops as part of the Support Our 
Schools Program. We are still participating in the 

programs so please bring your items to the office if 
you’d like to help. Thank you for your participation! 
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New Students 
Students that have not enrolled at the school are asked 
to do so as soon as possible.  If students can be enrolled 
prior to the first day of school it will make the first day 
transition much smoother.  Please bring in a copy of the 
student’s immunization record and an original birth 
certificate when you come to enroll. If you have a child 
that will be starting kindergarten, and the child has not 
been screened please contact the school at 754-6485 as 
soon as possible.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Fall Sports Meeting 
The Fall Sports Meeting is Aug. 3rd @ 6:00pm in the gym. Please bring all your completed sports 
forms to the meeting. If you need a packet of forms stop by the school office. All athletes must 
have their physical and paperwork completed prior to the start of their practice. Athletes will meet 
with their respective coaches that evening and discuss practice dates and times. 
  
Please remember you must have a physical prior to the first practice. If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me at brandi.ballard@k12.sd.us. 
Hope to see you all on August 3rd at 6:00. 
 

• FB practice – August 6th  
• Cheerleading – August 10th  
• VB practice – August 13th 
• CC practice – August 13th 
• JHFB practice – August 24th 
• JHVB practice – August 24th 

 
 
 
 
 
  
             

Asbestos Notification 

The New Underwood School District’s Asbestos 
Management Plan conforms to the AHERA 
regulations.  The designated coordinator is Jim Ward. 
If you have any questions please call the school at 
754-6485. 

Student Records 
The New Underwood School District 51-3 complies 
with the appropriate sections of the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.  Student 
Cumulative Record Folders for currently enrolled 
students are on file in the office of the district.  
Parents may review their student’s records at the 
school by contacting the office.  Records of former 
students are also on file at the school and also may be 
reviewed. If you have any questions please contact 
the school at 754-6485. 

Student Grievance 
Student grievances will be handled through the conflict 
resolution policy adopted by the Board of Education.  If 
you have any questions please call the school at 754-
6485. 
 
 

This document is available in alternate formats 
upon a 5 working day request.  Examples of 

alternate formats include: Braille, large print, tape, 
etc. Please Katie Albers at 754-6485 to make a 

request. 
 

New Underwood Booster Club 
Welcome Back Tigers! 

The NU Tiger Booster Club would like to 
extend a warm welcome to all our returning 

staff and students as well as those new to 
the district. We are so glad you are here! 

Tiger gear will be rolling out soon! We have 
partnered with a new distributer that can 
provide us with more variety and we are 
looking forward to showcasing the new 

items. 
Stadium chairs are available upon request 
as well. Keep a look out on our Facebook 
page New Underwood Tiger Booster Club 

(@nuboosterclub) and Instagram 
@nutigerboosterclub for more information. 
Our purpose is to support as many areas of 

our school as possible. Through 
fundraisers, donations, and volunteering we 

are able to give back to our classroom 
teachers, support staff, students, activities 
and specials groups throughout the school 

year in a variety of ways. 
If you are interested in joining, 

volunteering or donating please look for our 
flyer coming home with membership 
information or contact us anytime. 

We are looking forward to another great 
year at NUHS! 
GO TIGERS! 

 
 
  
      

https://webmail.k12.sd.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=019ee25bddad495d98cfdec3b28ac3f1&URL=mailto%3abrandi.ballard%40k12.sd.us


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Notice of FERPA Rights 
 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal law, requires that the New Underwood School District with certain exceptions, obtain your written consent prior to 
the disclosure of personally identifiable information from your child's education records. However, the New Underwood School District may disclose appropriately designated "directory 
information" without written consent, unless you have advised the District to the contrary in accordance with District procedures. The primary purpose of directory information is to allow 
the New Underwood School District to include this type of information from your child's education records in certain school publications. Examples include:  
 

• A playbill, showing your student's role in a drama production;  
• The annual yearbook;  
• Honor roll or other recognition lists;  
• Graduation programs; and  
• Sports activity sheets, such as for basketball, showing weight and height of team members.  

 
FERPA also affords parents and students over 18 years of age (“eligible student”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records within the New Underwood School 
District.  They are: 

1) The right to inspect and review the student’s educational records.  The parent or eligible student should contact the building principal to make their request. 
2) The right to inspect and review the student’s education records that the parent or student believes is inaccurate or misleading. 
3) If the District refuses to amend the record, the District will inform the parent of the decision and the right to have a hearing.  Additional procedures and rights related to the 

hearing will be provided to the parent or eligible student at that time. 
4) If as a result of the hearing, the District still refuses to amend the record, the District will inform the parents of the their right to place a statement in the record commenting on 

the disputed information. 
5) The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s records, except to the extent FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.  

Directory information, which is information that is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if released, can be disclosed to outside organizations without a 
parent's prior written consent. Outside organizations include, but are not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition, two federal laws 
require local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon 
request, with three directory information categories - names, addresses and telephone listings - unless parents have advised the school district that they do not want their 
student's information disclosed without their prior written consent.  

6) The right to file a complaint with the US Department of Education concerning alleged failures of the District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  The name and 
address of that agency is:  Family Policy Compliance Office, US Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-4505. 

 
A copy of the District’s policies and regulations may be obtained in the building principal’s office.  Complaints should be addressed to the High School Principal of the New Underwood 
School District. 
 
If you do not want New Underwood School to disclose directory information from your child’s education records without your prior written consent, you must notify the District in writing 
by August 31st, 2020. New Underwood School has designated the following information as directory information:  [Note: an LEA may, but does not have to, include all the 
information listed below.] 

Student's name 

Address 

Telephone 

Photograph 

Date of birth 

Date of attendance 

Grade level 

Participation in official recognized activities and sports 

Weight and height of members of athletic teams 

Degrees, honors and awards received 
 
 
1 These laws are: Section 9528 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 7908) and 10 U.S.C. § 503(c). 

Special Education 
It is the goal of the New Underwood School District to provide 
full educational opportunity to all children with handicaps, 
aged birth through twenty-one, consistent with the time-
table established in the SD State Plan for Part B of the 
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act.  Parent involvement 
is encouraged in the New Underwood School District. Once a 
year the Director of Special Education will mail to the parents 
of children in special education a questionnaire to evaluate 
the special education program. The District will utilize a 
system for the identification, location, and evaluation of 
children in need of special education and/or related services.  
This system includes all children residing within the New 
Underwood School District jurisdiction, ages birth through 21, 
including children in all public and private agencies and 
institutions within the legal boundaries of the school district.  
If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Katie Albers, 
Director of Special Education, at 754-6485. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Day of School & School Hours 
The first day of school is August 24th.  Students in 

grades 6-12 will meet in the gymnasium at 7:45AM for 
an assembly. 

Students in grades K-5 will go to their classrooms. 
School begins at 7:45AM & will be dismissed as follows:  

K – 3rd  – 3:35pm 
4th – 5th  –3:40pm 
6th-12th – 3:45pm 

 

Open House 
All K-12 students and parents are invited and 
encouraged to attend an OPEN HOUSE on 
Thursday, August 20th from 6:00-8:00PM. 

 
 
 

Board of Education Meetings 
Following are the 2020-2021 dates for the regular Board 
of Education meetings.  The board meetings will be held 

in the lunchroom beginning at 6:30pm on the third 
Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise determined 

by the Board.   
August 19th  

September 16th     
October 21st 

November 18th   
December 16th     

January 20th  
February 17th      

March 17th  
April 21st  
May 19th  
June 16th    

School Calendar 
Enclosed you will find the 2020-2021 school calendar.  We 
have attempted to list all days in and out of school for your 
planning convenience.  

School Lunch Letters 
School lunch emails will no longer be sent. We 
will be sending a notification by letter for K-

5th. Please feel free to check students balance 
though parent portal. If you have any 

questions please feel free to email Brandie 
Merchen at Brandie.Merchen@k12.sd.us 

Check out our website: 
www.newunderwood.k12.sd.us for your sports 
physical forms, supply lists, monthly newsletter, 

calendars, updates and daily bulletin. 
 

Juniors and Seniors that are planning on taking dual credits 
please get Mrs. Brassfield your classes soon. The dual credits 
will begin on Aug. 19. If you meet the requirements please 

contact me, and I can help you get signed up if you have not 
already done so. 

 Welcome back Tigers!  It has been a long time and we have missed you!   As we 
approach the new school year, we will be having many challenges to that we will address 
to keep you all safe and healthy.   Our “Back to School” plan has outlined all the practices 
and procedures we will be practicing, please make sure to refer to the document if you 
have questions.  The New Underwood staff is excited to once again be working with you 
face to face where learning can be optimal. 
 One significant change that you will see in the daily schedule, is the inclusion of Tiger 
Time after 3rd hour.  During Tiger Time, you will have the chance to get additional help 
from classroom teachers on any of your courses.  We will also hold class or fundraising 
meetings during this scheduled time during the day.  It is our hope that this time will be 
beneficial to your academic success.  We also continue to offer Friday School and After 
School Intervention for those who need additional help or instructional time. 
 I hope you are as excited as I am to return to our school.  Please, do not be afraid to 
contact myself or any other staff member if you have questions or concerns.   A couple of 
reminders for you: 

• August 3:  6PM Sports Meeting 
• August 17:  You may pick up schedules 
• August 24:  1st Day of Classes!   

Have a great rest of the summer!    
 
Todd Quigley 
MS/HS Principal  

http://www.newunderwood.k12.sd.us/


 
\ANNUAL Non-Discrimination NOTIFICATION: 
 

1.  Prior to the beginning of each school year, a public announcement must be issued which advises students, parents, employees, and the general public that education programs or activities and 
employment opportunities will be offered without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, age, or disability. The public announcement shall contain the address, and telephone number of the person 
designated to coordinate Title VI, Title IX and Section 504 compliance activities at the local school and shall reference the Regional Director, U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, U.S. 
Department of Education, One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street, 3rd floor, Suite 320  Kansas City, MO 64106 Telephone: 816-268-0550; FAX: 816-268-0599; TDD: 800-877-8339; Email: 
OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov  

 
2.  This notice must be available to persons with limited English language skills in the community’s own language. 
 
3.  This notice must be available to persons who are visually or hearing impaired. 
 
4.  This notice must contain a brief summary of CTE program offerings and admission criteria, if such criteria exist. 
 

• All students can participate in our CTE course offerings of, Tech Ed classes, senior experience, junior experience, and internship. Students must take the prerequisites for each 
CTE course for admission into additional CTE courses. 

 
5.  This notice should appear in:   LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
    ANNUAL SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 
ON-GOING (Continuous) PUBLIC NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 
 
The following sample notice of non-discrimination meets the minimum requirements of the regulations enforced by OCR. 

The New Underwood School District 51-3 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: 

504 Coordinator: Katie Albers 
PO Box 128 
New Underwood, SD 57761 
605-754-6485. 
 
Title IX Coordinator: Katie Albers 
PO Box 128 
New Underwood, SD 57761 
605-754-6485. 

South Dakota Regional US Office for Civil Rights: 
 
Office for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Education 
One Petticoat Lane 
1010 Walnut Street, 3rd floor, Suite 320 
Kansas City, MO 64106  

Telephone: 816-268-0550 
FAX: 816-268-0599; TDD: 800-877-8339 
Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov  

 
 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  
 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.  
 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in 
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by:  
 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  
 

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
 

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.  
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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